n8 TURKEY, GREECE AND THE GREAT POWERS

Constantinople, Finch, following the example of the other
ambassadors, sent him a present: " which, though it was
but a small one, he received with great kindness, present-
ing my dragoman ten dollars, though never before he had
given a penny." 1

The Rais Effendi followed suit. He sent Finch mes-
sages assuring him that he might rest quiet, with a con-
tented heart: the Pasha of Tunis would give no further
trouble, " he having his beard in his hand/' and offering
the Ambassador his services. Finch returned a cautious
answer, reciprocating his compliments, asking him to
explain what he meant by " having the Bassa of Tunis his
beard in his hand," and assuring him, in turn, that he still
had " the power in my hand to gratify them that should
do me right and revenge my cause." The Rais Eflendi
replied that he would unfold himself fully as soon as the
new Ambassador arrived at Smyrna. In brief, Finch
now felt, if not reprieved, at least rested: "like a bear
that hath been firstly baited, I am left to some repose
that I might recover strength, whilst other Ministers are
brought upon the theatre/' 2

At last, to his immense joy, Lord Chandos arrived at
Gallipoli. As at that time of year (July), the Etesian
winds setting N.E. make sailing into the Sea of Marmora
difficult, and Finch, sick with anxiety, could not afford
to wait, he dispatched to Gallipoli a brigantine with
twenty oars and four boats to facilitate his successor's
voyage, and a letter informing him of the Rais Effendi's
mysterious message. Lord Chandos replied that he was

1  The Same to the Same, April ~, 1681.
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2  Finch to the Levant Company, May -9L, 1681 ; the Same to
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Jenkins, May ~~, 1681,